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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To provide a voice synthesis device attaining the reducing of the time for 
processing by reducing the storage quantity of natural voice data required for a voice 
synthesis while maintaining the mativeness of a voice. 

CONSTITUTION: An input character string is divided into phonemic units in a pre- 
processing part 12, rythm parameters (selection reference parameters) becoming 
selection references of optimum element pieces are set in a selection reference 
parameter setting part 13. In an element piece selecting part 14. whether waveform 
element pieces corresponding to respective phonemic units are present or not is 
retrieved and when a waveform piece with which an error with selection parameters 
becomes minimum is selected. On the other hand, when the waveform element piece is 
not present, the single syllable corresponding to the phonemic unit is selected and 
extracted from a single syllable file by regarding the single syllable as an optimum element 
piece. Then, after rythm parameters of selected waveform element pieces or selected 
single syllables are deformed with an element piece deforming part 16, the synthesized 
voice corresponding to the input character string is obtained by combining them 
successively. 
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